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signatories of the Pact of Paris for the Renunciation of War (the
'Kellogg-Briand Pact') requesting them to remind Pern of her obliga-
tions under the Pact.
The Secretary of State of the United States took prompt action in
response to this appeal.1 After conferring with the diplomatic repre-
sentatives of Great Britain, France, Japan, Italy, and Germany,2 Mr.
Stimson addressed a stiff note to the Peruvian Government on the
25th January, 1933. He pointed out that, while the Peruvian Govern-
ment 'quite perceptibly' disavowed 'the taking and holding of
Leticia', certain of their statements were 'unfortunately susceptible
of the interpretation' that they would 'use force to support these
invaders of Leticia and to prevent the Colombian authorities from
re-establishing their authority in this Colombian territory'. Any
attempt to obtain the modification of the Salomon-Lozano Treaty
'by a forcible and armed support of the illegal occupation of Leticia'
would be a breach of the Kellogg-Briand Pact and 'would entail a
denial of the benefits furnished by that pact to the signatory Power
which violated it'. Mr. Stimson appealed once more to the Peruvian
Government to accept the proposal put forward by Brazil and re-
minded them of the declaration which Peru and eighteen other
American nations had signed on the 3rd August, 1932, in connexion
with the Chaco dispute,3 whereby they had renounced the use of force
for the solution of their controversies and as an instrument of national
policy and had declared that they would not recognize the validity of
territorial changes brought about by violent means.
On the 27th January Mr. Stimson took the significant step of trans-
mitting to the League of Nations the text of his note of the 25th to
Peru. This was the first occasion on which the Government of the
United States had communicated direct with the League on any
matter relating to the region to which the Monroe Doctrine applied,
and Mr. Stimson's demarche was taken as an indication that the
Administration at Washington would welcome any assistance which
the League might be able to give in bringing the dispute over Leticia
to an end. This attitude removed one of the principal difficulties
which the League had experienced in handling other Latin-American
disputes, and the establishment of co-operation between Geneva and
Washington obviated the danger of a reproduction of the situation
1  The other signatories of the Kellogg Pact confined themselves to support-
ing the Brazilian Government's proposal for a solution of the dispute.
2  Mr. Stimson had adopted a similar procedure in 1929 hefore he intervened,
in virtue of the Kellogg Pact, in the dispute between China and the TJ.S.S.R.
over the Chinese Eastern Railway (see the Survey for 1929, p. 354).
3  See p. 407 above.